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our private interests into the general interest." Though
Puritanical in his habits, he does not seem to have been
unduly concerned about the morals of others, unless
they were of a nature to damage the public cause. His
admiration for Rousseau extended to the Confessions,
which certainly contains enough matter to shock the
average Puritan, Although Danton's mode of life could
not have been unknown to him, he did not abandon
him until convinced that Danton was corrupt in his
public as well as his private life. At the height of his
power—in February, 1794—we find him saying: "We
have no intention of shaping the Republic in the mould
of Sparta. We wish it to possess neither monastic
austerity nor monastic corruption."
Except in relation to actors, he was unable to get
his views on suffrage adopted: and in spite of his
vehement protests, "passive" citizens were barred from
the National Guard and forbidden to bear arms. "Did
you talk like that when they armed themselves in your
defence—when, in fact, they made the Revolution?"
he taunted his colleagues. Bitterly disillusioned, he
wrote to his friend Buissart that he feared the net result
of the constitution would be "an aristocracy of wealth
rising on the ruins of the feudal aristocracy. I fail to see
how the common people will be benefited thereby."
It cannot be without interest to listen to some of his
argument against capital punishment:
"A grown man who kills a child he can disarm and
punish is a monster. An accused person whom the law
has condemned is neither more nor less than a van-
quished and powerless enemy. He is more at your mercy
than a child before a grown man. In the eyes of justice
and mercy, therefore, these death sentences, got up
with so much solemnity, are nothing more than base
assassinations, solemn crimes committed not by in-

